


The North American Baptist Conference has a long commitment to ministry and to 
missional engagement. By missional engagement, I mean a biblical understanding of who 
God is and who we are in God. It is joining the work God is doing in us and through us in 
our neighborhoods and communities and world. As the executive director of the NAB, I 
can affirm we are seeking to be very intentional when it comes to what we do and why 
we do it as a conference of churches. We want to equip people to listen to God and 
sense where God is at work. We want people to seek God’s will. We are told in 1 Peter 
3:10–12 to turn from evil and do good, to pursue peace, to be righteous as people of God 
from every tongue and tribe and nation.

God uses us to bring a message of hope and peace and life in Jesus through sharing it and 
living it out. Peter goes on to say in verse 15 that we are to live with Christ as Lord and 
to be prepared, with gentleness and respect, to give the reason for the hope we have in 
Jesus. As a conference of churches, God calls us to carry out this ministry together. God 
brings us together into the body of Jesus Christ with various gifts, abilities, and skills so 
that together we can listen to each other, learn from one another, and partner in ministry 
with each other. This partnership is person to person and church to church. This part-
nership seeks out emerging leaders and leaders from different ethnicities. It seeks to 
celebrate the diversity of the body of Jesus Christ.

There has been a great desire expressed by many to go back to a “normal” that we are 
missing. I suggest instead that the future is not behind us but ahead of us. Let us learn from 
the past, but let us look forward to what God is doing and join in that. Let’s plant churches 
and multiply ministries in our churches. Let’s consider the needs of our neighbors and 



The Ministry Resource Fund is the broadest and most flexible way to support NAB ministries. 

It is like the electrical supply line for your house; it is vital and can flow in many different 

directions and power many different and important things. It supports the training that 

pastors, missionaries, and leaders receive in missional and formational principles. This fund 

provides for pastoral enrichment and care. It allows for resources such as Onward 

to exist. It also funds teleconferences and webinars, which foster discussions 

on God’s working in and through us as his people. It opens the doors for the planting 

of new churches in Canada and the United States and in identifying church planters. 

The Ministry Resource Fund resources the identifying, elevating, and equipping of 

emerging leaders. It is used to encourage biblical justice and righteousness. Many of 

the NAB ministries around the globe and in our own communities would not be able 

to stand on their own without the Ministry Resource Fund.

THE MINISTRY RESOURCE FUND

seek to serve them. Let’s build relationships and learn from those different than us. Let’s 

seek God’s justice and righteousness in our world. Let’s send missionaries and partner 

with Christians in faraway places and in places nearby.

Included in this booklet is information about a number of NAB ministries that we believe will 

continue to help equip God’s people for service. Consider this an invitation for you to join us 

in this work.

Harry Kelm 
NAB Executive Director  



Checks: 
Make payable to North American Baptists, Inc.; 
write specific fund or project in the memo line.

Online giving: 
nabconference.org/give

Text to give:
US – Text any amount to: 916.249.0534 

Canada – Text any amount to: 204.400.2238

Credit card payment by phone:
Contact Nina Roibu: 916.783.1520

Gifts of securities or stocks:
Contact Betty Buchholz: 916.886.2351

If you have any questions, reach out to us: 
916.783.1520 

communications@nabconf.org

WAYS TO GIVE

LEGACY GIVING

From the beginning years of the NAB, legacy giving through estates, wills, trusts, and 
memorial gifts have been transformational in establishing new fields, launching new 
ministries, and planting new churches. Your legacy giving provides the next generation 
with essential resources for where God will direct them to expand the Gospel’s reach in 

North America and around the world.

If you are interested in leaving a legacy gift to NAB ministries by committing a 
portion of your end-of-life assets, contact us at 916.886.2351.

Mailing address for Canadian gifts:
NORTH AMERICAN BAPTISTS, INC. 
PO Box 57235 Station A
Toronto, ON M5W 5M5

Mailing address for US gifts:
NORTH AMERICAN BAPTISTS, INC.
P.O. Box 102493
Pasadena, CA 91189-2493

http://nabconference.org/give
mailto:communications@nabconf.org
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sstreeter@nabconf.org     916.783.1529
Stu Streeter

The church planting movement within the NAB is persistently growing in new 
and exciting ways. We continue to partner with couples who are passionate about 
experimenting with new forms of church and are called to establish new communities 
of faith that proclaim the Kingdom of God in ways that invite people both near and 
far from God into the beautiful way of Jesus.

Expressions of the church that proclaim the robust Gospel, focus on a missional/
formational orientation to ministry, and partner in the planting of additional churches 
are key distinctives that run through all NAB plants receiving funding and resources 
through the Connie Salios Church Planting Fund.

For the past two years, we have hosted a Church Planter Summit for all NAB 
planting couples. We firmly believe that the people we are becoming – as church 
planters, as couples, and as followers of Jesus – is vastly more important than the 
type of church program we put together, so this gathering is designed to bring 
together all NAB planting couples from across North America for a few days of rest 
and time specifically to invest in their souls.

All of this is made possible through generous giving by the NAB family to the Connie 
Salios Church Planting Fund and the Ministry Resource Fund.

MINISTRY RESOURCE FUND

LEARN MORE 

The first step for anyone ready to move toward multiplication is to reach out 
to your regional minister. To learn more about church multiplication in the NAB, 
contact Stu Streeter. 

mailto:sstreeter@nabconf.org


THE PROCESS OF PLANTING

“We just have a heart for Utah County,” said Vince Rediger. After hearing about the incredible lack 

of churches in the second most populous county in Utah, Vince and his wife, Jessie, felt 

God calling them to something new: church planting.

The first step was the NAB planter assessment process, which Vince 

described as “incredibly intense.” He said it helped them better un-

derstand their strengths and weaknesses. Next, in partnership with 

Salt Creek Baptist Church and Pastor David Curtis, Vince stepped 

down as youth pastor to take up the position of missionary church 

planter in residence, allowing the Redigers space to continue to grow 

and raise support. Vince and Jessie 

also spent two weeks in a residency 

program at Disciples Church in 
Folsom, California, for hands-on learning and connecting 

with a host of NorCal church planters.

Vince and Jessie – and their four children: Cora, Thea, Willa, 

and Theo – moved to Utah County in November to spend the 

next year in a residency at a local church to get better integrat-

ed into the local culture. And even though Mercy Church is still 

just a seed, they are excited for the future, knowing the harvest 

is plentiful.

     VINCE & JESSIE REDIGER

   CHURCH MULTIPLICATION HIGHLIGHT

MINISTRY RESOURCE FUND



MISSIONAL INITIATIVES TEAM 
As the churches and leaders within the NAB Conference continue to grow along 
this missional journey together, the time has come to expand the team to take 
us further along the path as we seek to put our confidence in our God who is at 
work in the world. Cam Roxburgh continues to serve as team lead. Sara-May Cardy is 
responsible for administration and communications. Merv Budd is the equipping 
evangelist, and Deb Judas is the director of Formation. Karen Wilk oversees 
the area of Neighborhood Life, and Luke Miller and Matt Styles are both 
serving as members of the Missional Initiatives Teaching Team. These key 
leaders are joining the Missional Initiatives Team to help resource us all as we 
seek to bear witness to our missionary God in all that we do.

MISSIONAL INITIATIVES
For those who are in Christ, there is a need to become like Christ (formation) in 
order that we might join with Christ on mission as he is about the Father’s business 
of redeeming all things. As disciples of Christ, we are learning that our vocation is as 
missionaries (local and global), and therefore we are to bear witness to Christ in all that 
we do. Because of this, the NAB seeks to provide training and resources to equip our 
leaders and churches to participate with Christ. We do this through Blue Ocean, 
Ethos, the Discovery Project, and our work with pastors and boards. All of this 
culminates in creating a missional movement through Bonfire.

MINISTRY RESOURCE FUND



BLUE OCEAN
Blue Ocean is a one-year training experience with pastors and leaders throughout 
North America that traditionally gathers three times in three different locations. 
With the guidance of presenters who are experts and practitioners in missional and 
formational theology, attendees will reflect deeply on missional theology, spiritual 
formation, and what it means to be the church in a post-Christendom world. 
Our cohorts begin in the fall each year, and we are already building out our 
2023/24 Blue Ocean cohort. For more information, reach out to Sara-May.

MINISTRY RESOURCE FUND



DISCOVERY PROJECT
The Discovery Project is a training for local churches and their leaders and attendees 
to better understand missional theology and practices. Emphasis is placed on 
understanding that the task as followers of Jesus is to bear witness to him in every 
area of life. God’s people are to be a sign, servant, and foretaste of the Kingdom of 
God. This weekend seminar is aimed at helping the people of the church see God 
through a missional lens and begin to have an imagination for how they might  
join him in the neighborhood.

DISCOVERY PROJECT HIGHLIGHT
The Discovery Project is a great introduction to missional ministry and an excellent 
refresher and motivator for those of us who are familiar with it. It is so important to be 
reminded of the biblical and theological underpinnings of living missionally and to be 
challenged to live it out in daily practice. We can talk all we want, but talk is cheap. 
We need to be motivated by the love of God to know our neighbours, whether they are next 
door or a quarter mile down the road on a neighbouring farm. Having a heart and a 
passion for people is vital as we seek to share his great love with them. It reminded me 
once again of my calling to love God first and best – with my heart, soul, mind, and 
strength – and to love my neighbor – the one who is most in need of my help – both 
inside and outside the family of God, as an outpouring of my love for the Lord.

DOUG ARMBRUSTER
Pastor, Raymore Baptist Church
Raymore, Saskatchewan

BONFIRE
For the first time in three years, pastors and leaders from across the NAB were able 
to gather together this past September to celebrate the ways in which God is moving 
and to press even further into what it means to be part of a missional/formational 
movement. This event, which we call Bonfire, is typically held annually but was 
delayed due to Covid.

MINISTRY RESOURCE FUND



In addition to encouraging one another, 
learning from one another, and celebrating 
together what God is doing in and through 
us as a conference and as people of God, 
during this Bonfire we had the privilege of 
hearing from Scot McKnight. For the last 
number of years, McKnight has been at the 
forefront of authors who are finding new 
ways of challenging the Church to be God’s 
representatives in their communities. That 
was evident in our time together as, across 

three different sessions, he took us through the themes of three of his books: The Jesus 
Creed, The King Jesus Gospel, and A Church Called Tov. However, it wasn’t just the time 
with McKnight that many of the leaders found inspiring; it is the times hearing from each 
other around tables and over dinner together that are always the biggest highlights.

BONFIRE  HIGHLIGHT
Bonfire is such a significant theological conversation/education for NAB pastors that I 

think it should just be the annual NAB pastors conference (skipping Triennial years). There is 

a momentum building with the NAB that needs to spread. It was important to have young 

church planters connecting with their new but long-established NAB siblings. It forestalls 

pastors from feeling alone and isolated, both regionally and theologically.

RIC OLSEN
Equipping Elder/Pastor, The Beacon
Orange, California

croxburgh@nabconf.org      778.863.4471
Cam Roxburgh

scardy@nabconf.org
Sara-May Cardy

For more information about Missional Initiatives, please contact 
Cam Roxburgh or Sara-May Cardy.

LEARN MORE 

MINISTRY RESOURCE FUND
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The Christian journey is a joy-filled one, and we are called to make our joy complete 
by sharing it with others. For some, this journey takes them right down the street; for 
others, this journey will take them around the world. The NAB began as a community 
of churches with the belief that our joy could never be complete without sharing the 
Gospel with others. It is our firm conviction that this is best done through ongoing 
partnerships with God’s presence and work in his global church.

The ongoing conviction behind the theology of missions for the NAB is the firm biblical 
belief that God’s mission to humanity in Jesus Christ was not to come, save, and leave 
but rather to come, save, and remain through the power of his Spirit! What this means 
is that when we engage in a mission field or an international missional movement 
with a global partner we do so with the firm conviction that God is calling us there 
for the “long haul” – not to come, proclaim, and leave but to come, proclaim, and 
partner. But the Gospel is also moving and growing, so the following stories include 
one project coming to completion, as well as new and exciting opportunities into 
which God is leading us as a conference of churches! Thank you for your ongoing 
support and prayer for NAB international missions!

INTERNATIONAL MISSIONS  HIGHLIGHT: 
CAMEROON
Though the partnership between the NAB and Mbingo Baptist Hospital goes back decades, 

the NAB has been supporting the vision of developing Mbingo into a referral teaching 

hospital for the past thirteen years. A big part of this has been ensuring a safe and consistent 

source of electricity to run the hospital through the hydroelectric dam project. We rejoice 

with all of you who have given toward and prayed for this project!

“. . .so  that  our  joy may be complete.”
1 JOHN 1:4

GLOBAL MISSIONS FUND



This project and others, like the central oxygen system and the radiotherapy project, are 

important in improving the quality of care offered at Mbingo. A high-quality hospital is the 

critical foundation for the training and discipling programs we offer and others we are in 

the process of developing. By supporting NAB missionaries at Mbingo, providing financial 

resources to develop the infrastructure, and offering encouragement and prayer support, 

the NAB family has played an essential role in the development of this ministry.

We believe God has called us to Mbingo to work to see a bit of his Kingdom 

revealed. Truly, here “the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf 

hear, the dead are raised, to the poor the Gospel is preached” (Luke 7:22 KJV). By 

working together, all of these things are advanced.

DENNIS PALMER
NAB Missionary in Cameroon

GLOBAL MISSIONS FUND



Everyone is unique, so Kairos tailors a path of learning to 

every student’s context.

This program is benefiting our students and strengthening 

the church in Brazil and is a direct result of the continuing 

faithfulness of our NAB churches supporting the work 

here in Brazil. Thank you for your ongoing support of the 

development of Christian leaders in Brazil.

BRANDON JONES
NAB Missionary in Brazil

INTERNATIONAL MISSIONS  HIGHLIGHT:  BRAZIL
For decades the NAB has partnered with the Baptist seminary here in Brazil by providing career 

missionaries as professors, as well as many NAB pastors who serve as short-term professors for a 

week or more. A number of NAB church planters in North America have collaborated with Kairos 

in Brazil for church planting training, which we believe will bear significant fruit in the future.

Another area of growth has been our partnership with Kairos University, offering masters and 

doctoral degrees. Kairos focuses on each student’s unique journey of discipleship. Students 

work with a team of mentors, who guide them on what to know, how to do what God has called 

them to do, and who to be in Christ. Think of these elements as content, craft, and character. 

“Hi. We are Karen, Ian, Nathan, and Kendra Smith. We are excited to serve as interim field directors 

with the NAB in the great nation of Romania. Karen and I have been married for twenty-two years 

and have spent all our marriage serving two different Baptist congregations in pastoral ministry in 

Alberta. I have served as a lead pastor for the last thirteen years in Mayerthorpe, Alberta. Karen is 

a registered nurse who has been working in community nursing, as well as facilitating our teens’ 

homeschool regimen. At almost sixteen years old, Nathan is in eleventh grade and has a growing 

heart for the nations. Kendra is thirteen years old, is in eighth grade, and loves people 

and animals, especially horses.

INTERNATIONAL MISSIONS  HIGHLIGHT: ROMANIA 
The ministry of Camp Falcon Rock is an important part of the NAB missionary efforts 
around the world. This ministry is led by Paul and Tanya Gericke, our Romania field 
directors. In the last few years, they have experienced a major back surgery for Paul, 
the COVID pandemic significantly affecting camp ministry, and most recently leading 
an amazing effort to care for refugees from the war in Ukraine. For them to 
experience the full benefits of their home assignment, which began September 
2022, there was a need to find someone to step in as interim field director. This is 
where Ian and Karen Smith came in.

GLOBAL MISSIONS FUND



For more information about NAB international missions, please contact 
Kerry Bender or Caryn Young.

cyoung@nabconf.org
Caryn Young

916.797.6250

The NAB has missionaries in Japan, Europe, South America, Africa, and elsewhere in Asia serving 
as doctors, nurses, accountants, teachers, professors, pastors, and more. If you believe God 
may be calling you to support international missions or if you believe God may be calling you 
to be a missionary, please contact the NAB International Missions Department. 

kbender@nabconf.org 916.783.1526
Kerry Bender

“Nathan and I visited Romania earlier in 2022 and highly valued the ministry of so many faithful 

Hungarian Baptist pastors, as well as the NAB missionaries serving this region of Transylvania. We 

have greatly appreciated rural ministry in Alberta and look forward to serving in village ministry in 

Romania. We also anticipate seeing the further development of Camp Falcon Rock and supporting 

the Bergmans and Elsie in their ministries. Paul and Tanya Gericke have served so faithfully for 

many years, and we are happy to aid the ministry in Romania as they are on home assignment. 

God has already opened so many doors to allow this opportunity to come to fruition, and we are 

so anticipatory of how he will continue to work.”

IAN SMITH
Interim NAB Field Director in Romania

LEARN MORE 

GLOBAL MISSIONS FUND
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Gateway exists to equip churches to partner together and identify with the multiethnic 
body of Christ and to reach out to people of different ethnic backgrounds, especially 
those different from their own. The resources are specifically designed to help build 
bridges across different cultures, beginning with a training event at your location or 
online. Gateway is focused on mobilizing local churches for cross-cultural ministry, both 
at home and abroad.

Gateway works to support and coach both NAB churches and churches/ministries 
overseas as they begin to explore long-term sister-church partnerships with one 
another. By providing networking, resourcing, and training, including short-term 
mission leadership and training, Gateway enables churches on both sides to enter 
into, develop, and maintain these long-term relationships with excellence and in 
accordance with the values of sound missiology and missional/formational theology.

GATEWAY HIGHLIGHT
Next summer, NAB Gateway is taking students on a three-week trip to Hungary to work 
alongside NAB missionaries Ron and Jeannie Seck and national missionaries Laszlo and 
Eszter Daróczi-Csuhai. The team from North America will be formed of high school 
juniors and seniors and college-age young adults. They will be serving in Roma/Gypsy village 
ministry in rural Hungarian settings. Ministry will involve serving with children, youth, 
and senior citizens. Teams will have the opportunity to see how Community Health 
Evangelism holistic ministry functions and get to be part of it.

The trip kicks off with a training retreat July 19–21, 2022, followed by serving in Hungary 
July 21–August 7.

NAB

GLOBAL MISSIONS FUND

rschmor@nabconf.org
Randy Schmor

For more information about Gateway, please contact Randy Schmor.
LEARN MORE 

mailto:rschmor@nabconf.org
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As the body of Christ, we represent the purposes of God in a world that is broken in 
so many ways. Over the past couple of years, we have seen just how broken the world 
is regarding racial and ethnic division. But the body of Christ, what should be a 
shining example, is composed of people with the same kinds of tensions and 
disunity we see outside the body. As an initiative of the NAB, cross-cultural 
engagement seeks to create bridges of understanding and unity in the church, led 
by the Spirit of God and his very Word.

When we speak of cross-cultural engagement, we seek not to divide but illuminate, to 
give voice to those whose voices historically have not been heard or received among 
the majority church, to create space for conversation and understanding. The goal 
is the love that exists among people who love and serve the triune God. As we as the 
church grow in this area, we become even more credible witnesses to the love that 
God the Father has for those who don’t yet know him and to the power of his Son to 
transform lives and even communities. But we must live it.

God has brought the nations into our communities by way of international students, 
immigrants, and refugees. Bud Fuchs offers seminars that provide coaching and training 
to help churches reach out to internationals in your own community. Bud can lead a 
seminar to help your church cast a vision for reaching internationals and to train you 
to host events to help them with conversational English or international welcoming 
parties. He can guide you in ways to find and connect with your international community.

CROSS-CULTURAL
ENGAGEMENT

MINISTRY RESOURCE FUND



CROSS-CULTURAL HIGHLIGHT

You never know who will walk into your English as a Second Language (ESL) Conversation 
Corner. One Saturday morning, a well-dressed, handsome man arrived, obviously in 
need of help with his English conversation skills. But by his questions, he was wanting 
help with knowing about and understanding our culture and growing in his walk with 
Jesus. We agreed to meet weekly beyond our regular ESL event. He soon revealed his 
past experiences of political success in his home country. He was a rock star in status.

The year went by quickly, and then he accepted his current position in Washington, 
D.C., as the director of a watchdog organization for his home region of the world. From 
this position, he influences political leaders on moral issues like human trafficking, sex 
slavery, child labor, abortion, and the list goes on. He entertains and influences world 
leaders weekly.

I am thankful that the Lord used me to speak into his life as he influences countless 
others. The Lord wants to use any of us who are willing to practice hospitality to 
strangers. Thank you for supporting me to influence people here at home in cross-
cultural settings who have the opportunity to influence others around the world!

BUD FUCHS
Cross-Cultural Equipper

MINISTRY RESOURCE FUND



CROSS-CULTURAL HIGHLIGHT
During my years in pastoral ministry, I sought to keep before my congregation the charge to the 

church that Jesus gave his followers at the end of his earthly ministry: make disciples of all the 

nations. That mandate has not changed. The NAB has a rich history and current passion to take 

the Gospel to the nations, seeking to live out this command. And yet, when Jesus cast that vision, 

he said go to the nations. What about when the nations come to us?

Addressing this question was on the mind of Dr. Marc Maffucci when he became the pastor of 

Quail Lakes Baptist Church in Stockton, California, in 2001. He noticed diversity in the city, but 

the attendance at Quail didn’t represent the community around the church. He told the leaders, 

“You’re in a mission field, but there are parts of that field that I don’t see in the church.”

I attended their most recent Tapestry of Quail, a celebration started about ten years ago 

designed to highlight the food and cultures of the many ethnicities represented at Quail. The 

vibrant flags, the displays of different cultures, the colorful garb worn by many participants, the 

steel drum music playing in the background – all were a celebration of Christ’s redeeming power 

over the nations. As we looked at the eighteen ethnicities represented by booths, Dr. Maffucci 

noted to me that we are reminded of Christ’s command to go into all the Earth, making disciples. 

The nations are not only out there, they are also right here in Stockton, he said. And they are 

represented in joyful and loving community.

WAYNE STAPLETON
VP of Cross-Cultural Engagement and Emerging Leader Engagement

MINISTRY RESOURCE FUND



wstapleton@nabconf.org  |  313.530.7933
Wayne Stapleton

The cultural lens through which we read and engage with Scripture impacts 

more of our interactions with one another in the church than we probably realize. 

A diverse church must recognize that methods of biblical interpretation have cultural 

perspectives; different cultures can approach the same text from different 

perspectives yet remain faithful to Scripture. As we engage with people across culture 

lines, we will be better able to reach them when we are aware of our own cultural 

biases in interpretation and of their cultural perspectives. Further, as we grow in our 

cross-cultural competence within the church, we can grow to love and respect those of 

different cultures who have different interpretations of the same biblical text.

On February 16, 2023, Wayne Stapleton and Bethany Kaposhi, a member of the 

Cross-Cultural Engagement Leadership Team, will host a discussion with Larry Caldwell, 

professor of Intercultural Studies and Bible Interpretation at Kairos University, and 

Lyndell Campbell-Réquia, NAB missionary and seminary professor in Brazil. This 90-

minute webinar will focus on how each of us bring our own cultural context to how we 

understand and read Scripture and how that impacts the way we follow Jesus and 

interact with one another. We are excited for this discussion. You can sign up at 

nabconference.org/events. 

LEARN MORE 

For more information about cross-cultural engagement, please contact
Wayne Stapleton.

MINISTRY RESOURCE FUND

“As we engage with people across culture lines, 
we will be better able to reach them when we are 
aware of our own cultural biases in interpretation 
and of their cultural perspectives.”

mailto:wstapleton@nabconf.org
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EYELET (Elevating Younger Leaders Team) is the team overseeing one of the 

NAB’s eight initiatives: to elevate younger leaders. The purpose of EYELET is 

rather simple. This team exists to elevate the voices, ideas, dreams, and presence of 

younger leaders in our conference. We believe the way forward as a conference must 

be more fully and intentionally led by younger leaders. Those of us who are older 

continue to be desperately needed as our conference moves into the future, but our 

continued leadership must be more and more oriented around making room and 

unleashing the creative and Holy Spirit-inspired leadership of our younger leaders. If 

EYELET does its job well over the next few years, more and more of the leadership, 

dreaming, planning, and activity of our conference of churches will be heavily 

influenced by younger leaders. Our future demands it.

ELEVATING YOUNGER LEADERS TEAM

MINISTRY RESOURCE FUND



EYELET HIGHLIGHT
People who minister to teenagers know they need a soft spot to land, a place to go when the 
rollercoaster of adolescence is taking them on loops, spins, twists, and turns. Over the last 
two-and-a-half years, while youth workers have been providing that soft spot to land for teen-
agers, youth workers are also looking for a place to land.

The 2022 Youth Worker Well-Being Report states, “Recent data collected by The Youth  
Cartel and Jeremiah Project suggests more than four out of ten youth workers are considering 
moving on or have moved on in the past two years. This suggests that what Barna’s recent 
pastor poll showed is likely also true of youth workers: youth workers are currently in crisis and 
at risk of burnout.”

EYELET’s purpose is to engage, equip, and elevate young leaders to lead the NAB into the 
future, but what if there aren’t any young leaders left to engage, equip, and elevate because 
they’re currently in crisis or at the risk of burnout?

This is the role of The Landing, the soft space where youth workers can land after years of 
fatigue and constant decision-making.

The Landing is a space where youth workers can be encouraged through stories of God at 
work in the lives of teenagers.

The Landing is a space where youth workers can find refuge from the storms of ministry life, 
finding community amongst other youth workers and having a connection to at least two to 
three other youth workers in the NAB.

The Landing is a space where youth workers will be able to engage with the greater vision of the 
NAB, learning about missional partnerships their youth ministries can join with to further the 
Kingdom.

The Landing is a space where youth workers will be able to ask questions freely and openly, 
similar to how youth workers do the same for the teenagers in their midst. Questions and 
authenticity are welcome; perfection is not required.

APRIL WAHL
Middle School Director, Century Baptist Church
Bismarck, North Dakota

LEARN MORE 

For more information about EYELET, please contact Wayne Stapleton.

wstapleton@nabconf.org  |  313.530.7933
Wayne Stapleton

MINISTRY RESOURCE FUND
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nabconference.org | (916) 797-6222
communications@nabconf.org

RESOURCES
The following publications and resources are available to any member of the NAB 

family. To learn more about these resources, visit us online at 
nabconference.org/resources.

EXPLORE NAB EMAILS
Explore NAB emails provide the NAB family with updates, videos, stories, resources, 
and other important information.

EXPLORE NAB PODCASTS
Explore NAB podcasts feature conversations with NAB pastors and ministry leaders 
on a variety of topics.

MISSIONAL/FORMATIONAL COHORTS
A number of leadership formation resources and gatherings are available to the NAB 
family—Blue Ocean, Ethos, Discovery Project, and Pastor/Board Development.

ONWARD
Onward is a magazine for news, stories, and updates from the members of the NAB 
family. It is published two times a year in print and is also available digitally on the 
NAB website. 

CHURCH MULTIPLICATION NEWS
This is a periodic update that includes events, resources, and stories around the 
NAB family all focused on church multiplication.

Sign up to receive NAB publications and resources at 
nabconference.org/newsletter-signup

http://nabconference.org
mailto:communications@nabconf.org
http://nabconference.org/resources
http://nabconference.org/newsletter-signup



